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SUNDANCE RESOURCES — DEATHS OF PERSONNEL 

Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 
HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [3.06 pm]: On 
behalf of the government we wish to express our deepest sympathy to the families, friends and workmates of the 
five Western Australian mining executives tragically killed in a plane cash in Cameroon. We also extend our 
condolences to the families of Ken Talbot and Natasha Flason from Brisbane, who were also on the aircraft. It 
was shocking news to wake up yesterday to hear that their plane had gone missing, but even more distressing 
this morning to hear confirmation that they had all perished in the crash. The deaths of these people, some whom 
I knew personally, is a great loss to Western Australia’s mining community-as we all know, the mining 
community is a very close-knit community.  

Based in Perth, Sundance Resources senior executives and directors were very well respected. Geoff Wedlock 
not only held his position with Sundance Resources but also was chair of the Gindalbie Metals Group. 
Considered a veteran in the WA mining sector, with 35 years’ experience to his credit, Geoff held a range of 
senior roles with companies that have each played its part in building the state’s resources sector. BHP Billiton, 
Portman Mining and Grange Resources are just a few companies Geoff was associated with.  

John Jones, who had a 30-year mining industry career, had taken up his position as director with Sundance 
Resources less than two months ago. Mr Jones was well known for his diligent efforts to increase benefits to the 
Indigenous community from the state’s resources industry. Managing director Don Lewis was known to be a 
tough operator, but that strong approach is why Sundance Resources recruited him for its $4 billion Cameroon 
project. John Carr-Gregg joined Sundance Resources in 2008. He was a lawyer with 25 years’ experience, 13 of 
which he spent in the resources sector. Craig Oliver was also a well-known figure in the resources sector. 
Tragically, Craig is the son of Hon Neil and Mrs Joy Oliver. Neil was a former member of this house and I 
extend our deepest sympathy to Neil and Joy. 

As I said earlier, WA’s mining and resources sector is close knit and these tragic losses will have significant and 
lasting effects on Western Australia’s pool of talented, resourceful and productive miners. Mining, as we all 
know, is a risky business and this has been brought home by this tragedy. Again, on behalf of the Western 
Australian government, I extend our sincere condolences to the families, colleagues and friends of the deceased 
during this difficult time. 

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the Opposition) [3.08 pm] — by leave: I rise on 
behalf of the Australian Labor Party to add our condolences to the families and loved ones and colleagues of 
those who died in the plane crash that the minister has referred to. As the Minister for Mines and Petroleum 
noted, the mining industry is a tight community, and despite our growth, Western Australia is still pretty much a 
small town. It is so small, of course, that my father, who is a previous chief executive officer of the Chamber of 
Minerals and Energy of Western Australia, knows a number of these people.  

The loss of the Sundance Resources team will obviously be felt deeply by their family and loved ones, but also 
by the sector. The nature of the business, as the minister noted, is one whereby flights in small aeroplanes across 
inhospitable territory are part of the business. Many people in Western Australia will look at these circumstances 
and say, “There but for the grace of God go I.” This is something that will, I am sure, have repercussions 
throughout the Western Australian community. 

I note in passing that it is also a sad day because of the loss of three young lives in Afghanistan, which is a 
reason for us to be doubly concerned today. I just wanted to put on the record the condolences of the Australian 
Labor Party. 

HON WENDY DUNCAN (Mining and Pastoral — Parliamentary Secretary) [3.10 pm] — by leave: I also 
take the opportunity to express the condolences of the National Party on the loss of these six people who made 
an incredible contribution to the Western Australian economy. As the Leader of the Opposition noted, these were 
people who were well known and well loved in our community. We are a small community, but in the mining 
community in particular everyone knows each other and understands the challenges of the environment that they 
work in when following their chosen profession. At this time I add the condolences of the Nationals to the 
families, friends and work colleagues of the people who were lost in Africa. They will be sorely missed and our 
thoughts are with them. 

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer. 
 


